What’s New
I had hoped to have this
edition finished by the
end of March 2007 but
better late than never.
Much of April was taken
up by a family visit to
Florida, USA, where we
were able to renew contact with second cousins
Bill Binns and Sandy
Fishel; an excellent time
was had by all.
The amount of information on our web site continues to grow, probably
due mainly to easier
access to UK censuses
in digital formats on the
world wide web.

Several notable additions
have been made especially for families from
Barnsley; Wakefield; Halifax; Denton, Lancs., and
Denholme, Yorks.
I would like to thank all
those who have contributed articles and all of you
for your continuing interest and generosity in
sharing your data and
photographs.
The News Letter would be
a pretty dull publication
but for the inspired atten-

THE INTREPID EDITOR
always searching

tion of my wife Elaine
who finds a way to add
nice touches of colour;
my thanks to her.
Finally thank you to Alan
Penrose Binns for distributing the hard copies and
for his unfailing encouragement.

T. David Binns,

Alan P. Binns,

103 Haswell Gardens,

518 Colne Road,

North Shields,

Reedley,

Tyne & Wear,

Burnley,

NE30 2DR.

BB10 2DL.
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Richard Alwyn Binns passed away on 14th December 2006. He died peacefully, age 69 years. A noted travel
guide, author, and journalist, he will be much missed by his readers.
He was a great enthusiast for Binns family history and the loss of his encouragement of our efforts in producing News Letters will be heartfelt.
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When Thomas Binns, born at
Shawhead in about 1755, married
Amy Hardy at Colne in 1786 he
probably never expected to become a rich man. Certainly the
solitary shilling his mother left him
in her Will of 1806, would not have
progressed his fortunes very far.
Not discouraged, Thomas and his
wife must have worked very hard,
not only producing and raising children (they had eleven baptised),
but accumulating wealth to the
point where, when Thomas died in
1829 at Knarr Side, just a few hundred yards from where he had
been born, his estate was worth in
the region of £200. Nan Dixon, of
Clayton, New York, together with
our late founder Donald Benson
Binns, has researched the family
of one of their youngest sons,
George Binns, who was baptised
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at Ickornshaw Methodist chapel in
May 1810. He married Sarah Cowgill in April 1833 at Kildwick and
they began their married life at
Knarr Side, still just inside Lancashire. Sarah was already a widow,
her first husband John Hutchinson
having died in 1826. Of their seven
children, all married and raised
families, except for their second
daughter Alice; it was she who
picked up the bill for the burial of
her parents. Their eldest sons Thomas, 1833- 1906 and James, 18351926, after working as hand loom
weavers, emigrated to Canada in
the mid-1850’s. George, 1837- ?
married Elizabeth and moved to
Keighley where he became a plate
layer on the railway. Their eldest
daughter Margaret Amelia, 18401914, married James Ogden, Alice
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who has already been mentioned
came next, and then Jemima,
1844-1928 who married John Thomas Butterfield and emigrated to
Canada in the 1880’s. The last
child was Dorcas, 1847-1885 who
married John Hey and lived Keighley.
In Canada, Thomas married
Almira Haley who taught him to
read and write and together they
had four daughters. He had nothing good to say of his father
George, but in contrast was very
close to his mother Sarah and
made two trips back to England to
visit her. It is to Sarah that we can
credit the pictures of Thomas’s
Canadian family.
Also in Canada, James married
Mary McKickren and they had two
sons, George and James.
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These chilling words appear in the
Will of Henry Binns, 1810-80,
“I have purposely omitted the
name of my son, Henry, from all
bequests.” As unwelcome a statement of intent as any prospective
heir could wish to hear.
Perhaps it is taken out of context,
as agile politicians claim when
they struggle to disown an unfortunate remark. In this instance it is.
The Will goes on to read, “ he having had his full share of my estate.” I presume on his twenty-first
birthday.
It will never be known what
prompted the eldest son of a prosperous County Durham retailer, at
the age of twenty-one, to spurn a
career in the family firm, embark
on a tiny, uncomfortable ship (226
tons), and seek his fortune in
South Africa. At that time The Empire was often the dustbin for wayward offspring but Sir Henry and
his son, Percy, were to achieve
eminence in this foreign country; a
country that, at that time, had echoes of the Wild West. Snake-oil
salesmen, land speculators, and
international adventurers took ad-
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vantage of any opportunities and a
variety of unsavoury characters
waited at the entrance to dodgy
mines. Perhaps Sir Henry’s Quaker
background steered him away from
the perils of gold and diamonds,
and he founded the successful
Umhlanga Valley Sugar Estate
Company, of which he was managing director for a number of years.
A diligent South African researcher,
Joy Nelson, has unearthed much of
the following information, including
this entry in the Standard Encyclopaedia of Southern Africa. It describes Sir Henry as,
“Politician, farmer and businessman. Sincere, conscientious, of
refined tastes and with a great liking for agriculture.”
The Natal Witness, in June 1963,
gave a rather different slant to his
character in the political arena;
“He had a caustic manner in the
Natal Parliament and his clashes
with the Colonial Secretary became
almost legendary. Both were masters of the conduct of an eye-glass
and the pantomimic use of these

was always worth watching. The
method of brandishing the eyeglass was usually a forerunner of
just what sort of retort was coming.
In his early days Binns was regarded as the ‘joke’ of the National
Legislative Council but through
sheer ability and in spite of his
reputation of being demonstrative,
he fought his way to the top and
later became Natal’s third Prime
Minister.”
In a contemporary photograph, his
monocle is set in a strong, handsome face sporting a moustache.
Although his father and grandfather had produced large families
Sir Henry’s only progeny to reach
maturity was his son Percy. In a
photograph he appears as a
slighter figure but also with a
moustache, and a neat beard.
Percy, who was born on 8 March
1862, became a distinguished lawyer, Kings Council, Chief Magistrate of Durban, and a partner in
the firm of Shepstone, Wylie &
Binns. He died shortly before his
fifty-eighth birthday on 8 January
1920. In July 1917 he had warned
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the Master of the Supreme Court
that he had, “a badly strained heart.”
He had married his cousin Ethel
Lara Acutt on 10 August 1897 in
Durban and they had five children to
carry on the Binns name.
Clara Agnes was born 1888/9 and
was a spinster in 1958.
Henry Innis was born in 1900 and
died a bachelor on 28 April 1951.
He had been employed as a hospital clerk and left an estate worth less
than £300.
Ethel Helen or Helen Ethel was born
4 November 1901 and died 8 February 1972. She was the only child
of the five to marry- to Henry Michael O’Farrell. They had two sons
Brian Michael and Peter Henry. She
died in 1961, age 61.

++
The fourth child, and second son,
Percy Peter J, usually known as
Peter, was born in 1903, and died
early like his father on 3 August
1958. He founded and was headmaster of Treverton School, Mooi
River, Natal and although he remained a bachelor he adopted a
boy, Cedric Anthony Binns.
The fifth and last child, Phyllis, 27
January 1906-26 June 1970, died
a spinster in Durban with an estate of less than 2000 Rand.
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There is a lingering sense of sadness and of disappointment that
the signal achievements of Sir
Henry and Percy were not succeeded by the establishment of a
Binns dynasty in South Africa. The
latter’s children seem to have rejected marriage as a way of life
and there are no blood relatives of
this branch with the name Binns in
South Africa.
Sir Henry’s adult life began with a
legacy and ended with a legacy. A
very small one; if his death notice
is to be believed; his state was
worth just £302. If true it was a
paltry reward for his initiative and
hard work.
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David Binns described the excellent use to which (Sir) Henry put his legacy in Newsletter No. 10.
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I was intrigued by the frequent
appearance of a John Binns, musician in the records of arrivals at
New York’s Ellis Island. In addition
to the information given in the
obituary below, I can add that
John was twice married, firstly to
Ellen Rothwell in 1871 and following her death in 1906, to Elizabeth
Houghton in 1907. Both wives appear to have accompanied him on
his tours to the United States.
Strangely John became a naturalized US Citizen in 1886 but continued to live in Bury, Lancashire.
His son with Ellen, Joseph Henry
Binns married the Italian, Alcide
Lucia C Magnago in 1897. They
also traveled with John, latterly
including their daughter Dorothy in
the party, although they lived in
Clapham, London. John and Ellen
appear to have had a very close
relationship with Frank Rothwell,
son of one of Ellen’s siblings, and
he was recorded as Frank Binns at
Ellis Island and in several English
censuses.
Thanks to the generosity of Susan
Saloom of Brookfield, Connecticut
and her very persistent research
we have a copy of a playbill from
The Orpheum Brooklyn in 1908
which announces the appearance
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of: BINNS, BINNS and BINNS- The
Vagabonds in Comedy and Music
The third Binns was almost certainly Frank Rothwell.
Also on the programme, as well as
equilibrists, illusionists and a comedian, is a one-act comedy drama
titled “AT ELLIS ISLAND” that is
billed as “This scene is an exact
reproduction of that portrayed of
the Emigration Bureau at Ellis Island”. I wonder if John used his
great experience of the place to
assist the author in achieving authenticity.
Bury Times 25th June 1921.
The Late Mr. John Binns
The death took place yesterday
week [17 Jun 1921] after a long
illness of Mr. John Binns, of 8,
Vernon St., Bury. The deceased
was 72 years of age and was well
known as a musical comedian.
Many years ago he toured this
country and other parts of the world
with a lady assistant as a musical
comedian but he was better known
as one of the Binns and Binns- the
other being his son- a pair of musical comedians who achieved no
little popularity. It was his custom to
tour America each winter, spending

the summer touring in this country.
The deceased had crossed the
Atlantic no fewer than 35 times.
He went on his last trip eight years
ago, when he spent one year and
four months touring America, Australia, and New Zealand. Local
theatre- goers will remember the
appearance of Binns and Binns
many years ago at the old Bury
Circus and at the theatre before
re-building. They also appeared at
Radcliffe Theatre and several
times at Manchester. The deceased was a native of Colne,
coming to this town when eight
years of age, and he often used to
relate with some pride that as a
boy he sold the first number of the
“Bury Times” in the streets of this
town. Before taking up the theatrical profession Mr. Binns was a
musician and he was at one time a
member of the old Bury Borough
Brass Band. He leaves a widow
and two sons. One son, Joe, who
was with him as a partner in Binns
and Binns, is at present in musicals, following the profession his
father adorned so long and he was
unable to come over to attend his
father’s funeral.
The internment took place at St
Paul’s Church, Bury, on Tuesday
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afternoon. The mourners ; Mr. And
Mrs. Richard Grime, brother-in-law
and sister; Mr. And Mrs. J Landless, brother-in-law and sister;
Mrs. Will Binns, sister –in-law;
Mrs. Horrocks, sister-in-law; Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Houghton,
brother-in-law and sister-in-law;
Misses Pinder, nieces; and Mrs.
Lowe, niece. Messrs. J. Landless,
F. Pinder, R. Smithson, nephews,
and Mr. Houghton acted as bearers.
Floral tributes were received from;
Widow and Son; Joe and Alcide;
Mr. and Mrs. F. Horrocks; Mr. and
Mrs. J. Binns; Miss L. Binns; Mr.
Grime, Susie and Rachel; Mrs.
Greenhalgh; Mr. and Mrs. Landless and son; Mr. and Mrs. S. Horrocks, and Mrs. Will Binns.

!

++

ANOTHER SAD END
A few years before the death of the
above John Binns the loss of John
Houghton Binns, his nephew was
announced: LIEUT. J. H. BINNS
Mr. James Binns, landlord of the
Fernhill Hotel, Hornby Street, Bury,
received a telegram on Wednesday
stating that his son, Second Lieut.
John Houghton Binns, has been
missing since the previous day, and
on Thursday he received a letter
from the chaplain stating that they
had not had any further news to
hand as regards the ultimate fate of
Lieut. Binns. A British machine was
seen to be forced down on the
morning of the 4th inst., on the other
side of the lines, and they had

heard no more of Lieut. Binns,
and they could only presume that
he must have been allowed to let
in the enemy’s lines. The letter
concluded that further news would
be sent when received.
It was in July this year that it was
announced that Lieut. Binns had
been granted a commission. He
enlisted in the Public Schools
Batt. Royal Fusiliers on June15th,
1916, and was stationed in Edinburgh. He was afterwards promoted corporal and subsequently
went to the R.F.C. schools at Denham and Oxford. He was commissioned on May 3rd and obtained
his wings on June 25th. He is an
“old boy” of the Bury Grammar
School, and is 19 years of age.

Ellis Island

&55 '
28 Apr 1831 Birmingham, Manchester, Leeds, etc. A general agent of established respectability offers his services
to wholesale houses in the manufacturing districts, for the Collection of their Town Debts, or in the transaction of
any business incident to a connection with the metropolis requiring experience and integrity. The most satisfactory
references given and security to any moderate amount if required. William Binns, 3 Crooked Lane, Cannon St.
Boer War
24 Apr 1901 Pte H. Binns RAMC died of enteric fever at Ladysmith April 21st
15 Mar 1902 Sgt. J Binns severely wounded at Klipdrift on Mar 7. Member of Special Cape Police.
14 May 1902 A. Binns, 15498, RAMC, danderously ill with enteric fever at Mafeking
Recently offered for sale: - Silver cup about 6 inches high with enamelled badge from the Huddersfield & District
Amateur Bowling Association. Reverse of the cup is engraved '
BINNS CUP, 1934, WON BY H. BROOKE'
.
F B Binns was among the 833 men lost on 13 October 1939 when the HMS Royal Oak was sunk at Scapa Flow,
Orkney
A Will from Calverley Parish Church reads; - “Alison Binns widow of John Binnes, of Calverley dated 1 December
1592 gives to Barbarye Tinker, reputed daughter of Thomas Tinker, one cowe. To John Armitage, reputed son of
Robert Caldrey a tagged cow called “Tagell.” To the said two persons her apparel. The farmhold to William Armitage and Nicholas Kitchen, her sons.
14 Jan 1921 Douglas Thomson Binns awarded OBE; Temporary Asssistant Commercial Attache in Copenhagen.
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One of Wakefield’s more notorious sons was Bartholomew Binns,
who had an unsatisfactory but fortunately short career as the
public hangman. He was last mentioned in our News Letter No. 7
in 2002.
His notoriety is well illustrated by this extract from the ‘Annals of
the Liverpool Stage’

“In the eighties, the Sessions
House Hotel , Kirkdale, was occupied by Mr. Brickwell senior. One
Sunday when his son and his
daughter-in-law arrived at the hotel
they were surprised to find,
massed in front of the house and
stretching along the footwalks and
roadway leading thereto, a dense
body of people. On seeing Mr. HT
Brickwell, the crowd shouted
“That’s ‘im, that'
s ‘im” and then a
very respectable cheer was given.
The younger Brickwell blushed
becomingly, looked dreadfully conscious, and bowed as gracefully
as possible. Apparently he had
been taken for some illustrious
personage. Who could it be? The
mystery was solved after he and
his spouse had fought their way
through the demonstrative crowd,
each one striving to shake him by
the hand, and were safely housed
in the hotel. It then appeared that
Mr. Brickwell had been mistaken
for Bartholomew Binns, the successor of the '
long drop'man, who
was expected to arrive that day to
carry out on the morrow the dread
sentence of the law on an unfortunate criminal at the adjacent Kirkdale gaol.” [thanks to Will and Liz
Bramhill for this quote]
So great was the public interest in
the ghoulish occupation of hangman that the publisher Pinder, of
Briggate, Leeds printed a ‘Penny
Dreadful’ on the subject in about
1884. It tells how Bartholomew
bought equipment such as ropes
and tried them out at Newgate

prison until he was convinced that
he would not repeat the mistakes
his predecessor Marwood had
made in carrying out a botched
execution at Durham. It goes on to
describe how, following his appointment as executioner, Bartholomew had received many requests, over fifty, to visit public
houses and how some were prepared to pay him £5 a day to entertain their clientele with gruesome stories and reenactments of
executions. Before becoming
hangman it tells us that he was
employed as foreman platelayer at
Dewsbury by the Lancashire and
Yorkshire Railway Company, but
after he got the post he no longer
worked anywhere. One of his most
notorious victims was Patrick
O’Donnell who had been convicted
in Ireland for his part in the Phoenix Park murders, and was
brought to Newgate, London for
execution.
He last officiated as hangman for
the execution of 17-year-old Michael McLean, in Liverpool, on
10th March 1884. Normally, in
those days, an inquest followed an
execution. At the inquest on
McLean, Major Leggett, the governor of Kirkgate gaol, said that he
thought “ that Binns had no idea
how to do his work satisfactorily.”
He also said that Binns had been
drunk when he arrived at the gaol
on the Saturday afternoon.
Later a Times correspondent reported that after leaving the gaol,
Binns took a cab to a public house

accompanied by two employees of
the Yorkshire and Lancashire Railway. He then went on to another
Public House where he exhibited
his ropes and straps, before making his way to Lime Street Station,
where he boarded the 4.30 train
for Dewsbury. By this time he was
said to be in such a condition that
officials hesitated to allow him onto
the platform, but as he was accompanied by railwaymen he was
allowed to proceed.
The termination of his appointment
to the Office of Executioner by the
Aldermen of the City of London,
was reported in The Times, on 14
Mar 1884.
So important were these events in
the eyes of the media that the subject of Binns alleged misconduct
was raised in the House of Lords
where Lord Dalhousie, on behalf
of the Home Office, said that Binns
had been selected form 800 candidates, but people of high character
or high culture did not normally
apply for the office.
Bartholomew’s troubles were still
not over as he was called before
the Sherrifs of London and Middlesex to give an explanation of recent events. He emphatically denied the accusations of drunkenness which he attributed to the
animosity and vindictiveness of
officials in Liverpool. He also denied accusations that he had tried
to defraud Railway Companies by
evading payment of his fare. He
also denied exhibiting his ropes
and other accessories in public
houses .
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Doreen Ross has recently updated her very interesting family web
site and I am grateful to her for allowing me to use some of the material from there, especially the image of her second great grand
uncle Bartholomew. Here is her account of her introduction to Bartholomew-:

When I was about 6 years old, we
visited Grandma Binns one Sunday, as we often did. She was not
to be found at first. When we did
find her she was in the attic. In
there was a big old wooden box,
about 3ft x 2½ x 2½ high. Being a
curious child I asked her what it
was. I was told it had belonged to
(and my memory lapses here but I
thought she said my great grandfather) and he had been a public
hangman. The box was where he

had kept his robes and implements. (There was still his cat 0’ 9
tails in it). That he had lived in
Daisy Hill, Dewsbury and had a
barbers shop there. When he had
hung someone, he would hang a
noose outside his shop on the barber’s pole.
I never forgot this box and years
later after researching others in my
family tree I decided to try and find
out who this hangman was and
what relationship he was to me.

Doreen then goes on to give an
account of the detailed and thorough research she carried out to
bring her ambition to a very satisfactory conclusion;
We now know that
BARTHOLOMEW BINNS Public
Executioner was my 2nd great
granduncle. The large wooden
box I described earlier as being
his is now in my son'
s possession
and the cat o 9 tails my eldest
nephew has. Another hangman’s
box has since come to light in the
possession of some 2nd cousins
who believe it to be the one he
traveled with. The big wooden one
was probably kept at home. This
second one is a much smaller
metal one.

"

All these correspondents would be delighted to share their interests and information. If you recognise any of the families please contact David Binns who will do his best to bring you together.
.Eric and Paul Binns and David Brown about the descendants of Samuel Binns and Grace Hiley, married 1823
Irene Marlborough descendants of Thomas Binns and Elizabeth Day, married 1789
Dawn Bradfield descendants of John Binns and Elizabeth Ellis married 1728
Louise Larson and Kathryn Whitaker the Turkish Binns family
Jacqui Hart and Doris Nassauer about Joseph Richard Binns Arben who had a Huddersfield connection and
was born in London in about 1863
Carole Bardsley descendants of Thomas Binns and Matilda Catlow married 1859
Heather Hughes-Jones descendants of Shadrack Binns one of the famous Wilsden triplets.
Sharon Davis descendants of Joseph Binns and Sarah Holmes married 1847
Brian Binns descendants of Robert Binns and Sally Moor married 1785
Dean Duke descendants of John Binns and Hannah Cundall married 1844
Peter Stone descendants of John Binns born 1743 at Haworth, my own ancestor
Andrea Petrie descendants of Peter Binns and Isabella married 1859
Ed Samuda descendants of Leonora Binns born 1880’s in Jamaica
Pam Firth descendants of William Binns and Elizabeth Addy married 1783
George Binns descendants of Henry Binns and Elizabeth Bunney married 1862
Dana Lafrenz Wakefield emigrants to Idaho
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My wife and I are what are known as Grey Nomads. We wander
around Australia in our 1993 Winnebago Motorhome, journeying
to tropical North Queensland during the Southern Winter.
In 2004 we took right round Australia spending 4mths on the
road, a fantastic trip.
What I want to show is the connection with Winnebago & a Binns
family.
Winnebago Industries is celebrating its 7000th motorhome to be
manufactured in Australia- a newly
released Winnebago Huntsman.
Winnebago is a family-owned and
operated business. Bruce and
Ruth Binns introduced the first
Freeway slide on a camper to Australia.
They started by manufacturing
slide-ons in their joinery shop in
Sydney’s north on the weekend
while they ran their building company during the week.
Once one unit was sold they would
manufacture another for sale.
They closed their building company and concentrated on the RV
market, manufacturing under the
Freeway name producing mo-

torhomes, caravans and tent trailers.
In 1997, the Freeway Camper
Company name was changed to
Winnebago Industries, concentrating on motorhomes and slide-ons.
In January 2002, Winnebago Industries settled into its modern
purpose-built manufacturing facility. Currently Winnebago’s production facility covers 2.6 hectares of
land, with a hectare of land for
future expansion.
Winnebago currently employ more
than 170 skilled dedicated workers
including plumbers, electricians,
cabinet makers, mechanics and
carpet layers.
The Winnebago Huntsman is a
compact motorhome that includes
a bathroom with hot and cold run-

ning water, flushing toilet, well
equiped kitchen, comfortable seating and beds, and heaps of storage.
The Huntsman is priced from
$69,000 and both the two-wheeldrive and four-wheel-drive versions are proving popular with
those people looking to venture
away to enjoy a variety of leisure
activities.
The 7000 th Winnebago was
bought by Mr. Vilnis Gallis of
Townsville in Queensland.
Mr. Gallis originally considered a
campervan as he wasn’t wanting
anything too large but was taken
by the Huntsman’s features and
compact size. He has no particular
travel plans but to “just explore
what Australia has to offer”.

Bruce is a descendant of Charles Arthur Binns (1864-1915) and Hannah Lister who married in Sydney, Australia in
1894. Charles was the youngest son of William Binns (1825-95), who lived at Duckworth Lane, Bradford. William,
from fairly humble beginnings, established a successful dye house in Bradford, and made a considerable fortune,
leaving over £7000 in his will. In the census of 1891 Hannah Lister, an unmarried governess is recorded as a visitor
at the home of her future in laws in Bradford. It would seem likely that her future husband was already established
in his adopted country.
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I discovered by chance that Miles
William Binns was the Cartographical Secretary to the Thunderstorm Census Organisation
(TCO) that was founded by S Morris Bower in his home town of
Huddersfield in 1924. Sometime
before his death in 1936 Miles
completed a list of stations where
observations on thunderstorms
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were made. This list was published and made available to
members of the TCO.
Our database contains information
on a father and son each called
Miles William Binns, and both born
in born in Leicester. The father
was born in 1875 to William Binns
and his wife Sarah Stevens, the
son was born in 1899 to Miles

William Sr. and his wife Emma
Weston.
If any reader can add to our information on Miles William Binns and
his family it would be greatly appreciated.
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More on this family in News Letter No. 12, p 8.

Ethelbert Binns was my
grandfather. He was born on 19th
Dec 1892 and was said to have
been adopted as a baby – handed
over on a street corner by a
French lady was the story we were
told. The whole adoption thing was
kept a secret like it was something
never to be mentioned. Some of
his children were finally told after
his death at the age of 93. The
1901 Census stated he was born
in Nottingham and was living with
his parents Priestley and Alice Ann
Binns and Grandmother Paulina
Rhodes at 40 Belgrave Road Bingley. Both Priestley and Alice Ann
were from Wildsden, Yorkshire.
Paulina Rhodes died in
the March quarter of 1907 (Free
BDM). Priestley, Alice and Ethelbert migrated “unassisted” to Australia aboard the ship Omrah arriving in March 1909. Before leaving
England Mr. and Mrs. Priestley
Binns were presented with a Silver
Tea Service and scroll from the
Temperance Organisations of the
Town of Bingley. It is one of the
treasured possessions handed
down through our family.
In the Bradford area of
Yorkshire, Priestley Binns owned a
woollen mill which he sold before
the family left for Tasmania.
Priestley used the money from the

Ethelbert & Priestley ; Paulina and Alice Ann Rhodes

sale of the woollen mill to purchase a property at Lunawanna on
Bruny Island, Tasmania, where
they grew apples and other fruit.
He worked as Council Clerk from
June 1912 until ill health forced
him to retire in October 1919.
Between the purchase of
the orchard at Lunawanna and his
enlistment in the army in 1915,
Ethelbert did most of the farm
work. The land was very poor. The
story goes that he used to catch
barracouta and dig them into the
soil as fertiliser. A bushfire destroyed the house many years ago
but the steps to the house are still
there.
Ethelbert signed up for the
army in 1915 and saw service
overseas. He didn’t like to talk
about the war or what happened
during his service overseas.
Strange part was his record shows
that he was a driver for a while,
but didn’t get his civilian drivers
licence till he retired at the age of
65. I often wonder what happened

there. After the war he returned to
Tasmania. He was said to have
been engaged to a lady from New
Zealand while away at the war, but
when he returned he met and married Elsie May Milner, the granddaughter of an ex-convict. They settled in Hobart. Elsie May Milner was
a very proper lady. If she knew of
her past it was never mentioned, not
even to her children.
The family always seemed
to have someone living with them.
Alice Ann Binns, Ethelbert’s mother
was a member of the household for
many years as was Lillian Milner,
Elsie’s crippled sister. The house
where they spent most of their marriage was at 12 Newcastle Street,
Battery Point, in an inner suburb of
Hobart.
Ethelbert, or Bert as he was
known, and Elsie had three daughters. Their second daughter was my
mother. As a child we used to visit
my grandparents at 12 Newcastle
Street. Grandma always made a
baked dinner and Grandpa played
the piano and the mandolin while
the children were supposed to be
seen and not heard.

Ethelbert and mother Alice Ann
Aethelbert , Zerubabel, and Priestley Binns
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From Bradford Telegraph and
Argus 11 August 1952
Ernest Binns, Bradford-born concert-party “king” who brought light
entertainment to millions, died in
Morecambe Hospital on Saturday,
two hours before his “Arcadian
Follie” was due to go on stage at
the Morecambe Empire.
And in keeping with theatrical tradition, the show went on.
Mr. Binns, who was 65 and who
lived in Bare Lane, Morecambe,
was the man who brought together
“We Three” of the Happidrome
radio show- Harry Korris, Robbie
Vincent and Cecil Frederick- while
comedians Max Miller, Albert Modley, Terry Wilson and Teddy White
were among many who owe their
early successes to him.
He ran the old Arcadian Pavilion,
Lidget Green, Bradford, for some
years and made it famous as a
centre of light entertainment in the
West Riding.
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Vaudeville Turn

Mr. Binns started his career as a
vaudeville turn in a Bradford cinevariety show and his first performance
at Morecambe was in 1914. The following year he became manager, producer and director of the Wavelets
Concert Party in the Harbour Pavilion,
now demolished.
He later served with the Royal Flying
Corps and in 1919 opened with a concert party at the Arcadian Pavilion in
Bradford.
He was also the proprietor of the Arcadian Pavilion at Morecambe, and
when this was pulled down he went to
the Central Pier, where he staged
concert parties for 12 consecutive
seasons.

Show in nine towns

In 1939 Mr. Binns has shows running
in nine different towns at the same
time, including Morecambe, Blackpool, Southport, Colwyn Bay, Redcar
and Douglas. His concert parties have
been broadcast hundreds of times.
Like most men who have given a lifetime to the stage Mr. Binns had his
reverses. One occurred when the

Morecambe Central Pier was
burned down in 1933. Mr. Binns,
who was the manager, was away
when the fire started and he
rushed back to find the pier a
mass of twisted metal.
Mr. Binns, who had a great affection for his native city, was an extremely generous man and Wilfred
Pickles, with whom he held the
joint music-hall rights to “Have a
Go,” called him the kindest man he
had ever met.
Another friend was Max Miller and
a treasured gift was a silver cigarette case from Max inscribed “To
Ernest- once my guv’nor- now my
sincerest friend”
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